
’'A journey of God’s love for all ” 

SEDEC



The Church consciousness of its social responsibility which is reflected in the Gospel and Catholic Social Teachings 
(CST), with an effort to promote social welfare in an impaired political and social system with unjust resource allocation, 
through the promotion of policy dialogue and social welfare, is shaping the development trajectory more inclusive, 

sustainable, and that advances social justice. 

Caritas Sri Lanka – Caritas Sri Lanka – SEDEC is the Social arm of the Catholic Church in Sri Lanka under the leadership of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference in Sri Lanka (CBCSL), is independent of all political parties and ethnic groups and promotes 

qualitative changes in the structure of the society through policy promotion and welfare programs supported by donor 
partnerships and collaboration. 







The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sri Lanka (BCSL) met on 9 June 2022 at the 
National Seminary of Our Lady of Lanka in Kandy, for the second annual meeting 
and decided to appoint Rev. Fr. Luke Nelson as the National Director and successor 
to Rev. Fr. Mahendra Gunatilleke of Caritas Sri Lanka- SEDEC. 

TheThe Catholic National Commission for Justice, Peace, and Human Development 
serves 03 years and usually runs another term. The National Secretariat of the 
Commission, Caritas Sri Lanka – SEDE is at the core of the Social Apostolic work 
mandated by CBCSL.  

ReRev. Fr. Mahendra Gunatilleke was commended by the CBCSL for the committed 
service he rendered during his tenure from 2017 to 2022 at the Secretariat, 
especially at a most difficult time of our history marked by unpredictable disasters 
such as the Easter Sunday bombing, COVID-19 pandemic, and the present economic 
crisis in Sri Lanka. . They also appreciated the changes brought about at CSL, 
especially in aligning the Caritas Network with International Management 
Standards and creating space to make CSL self-sufficient in terms of the local 
fundraising opportunities.  fundraising opportunities.  

The coming period will be equally challenging for the new National Director with the 
impending food crisis, job losses, fuel shortages, educational crisis, and especially, 
with impacts felt by the poorest and vulnerable communities that Caritas serve in 
the face of the shrinking economy in Sri Lanka. 

We, Catholics are always invited to live with hope and to experience the goodness 
of the Lord at every second despite the negativities surrounding us. Pope Francis’s 
latest Global Campaign for Caritas Internationalis, “Together We” calls all the 
citizens of earth to revitalize the integral ecology and to act for the cries of the poor. 

While appreciating and honouring the service rendered by Fr. Mahendra Gunatilleke 
with immense dedication for the last 5 years, I wish him the best of luck and God’s 
Blessing for the new life opportunities he is bestowed with.

II also wish Fr. Luke Nelson, that the Good Lord may strengthen and guide him with 
the spirit of the Lord, every step and decision he takes at Caritas Sri Lanka on 
behalf of the poor and vulnerable people in this country.



Caritas Sri Lanka- SEDEC is overwhelmed to welcome its 12th National Director to lead 
the umbrella of the Caritas network with its 13 Diocesan Centres. The times are such 
that Caritas needs a well-seasoned and multifaceted National Director to lead the 
entire country team in one direction in the face of the crisis.

HencHence, I am pleased to know a person of such caliber has been elected by the CBCSL to 
lead the social arm of the local church. Fr. Luke Nelson has a prolific carrier behind him 
with many responsible portfolios falling on his shoulders. He has proven beyond 
reasonable doubt that he can stand up against any challenge. Therefore, we the 
members of CSL wish him God’s choicest blessings and the wholehearted support and 
cooperation for the call he has been chosen in reaching out to the poorest of the poor 
in these tragic times.

CaritasCaritas has been at the forefront during the war, in the post-conflict era, and in 
disasters. Despite the donor fatigue after the post-conflict era, as the country moved to 
the upper middle-income country, CSL has managed to win some dependable Globe 
partners from among CI Federation and outside. Unfortunately, Sri Lanka is still a 
dependent country where political instability , dishonesty and corruption have been 
remarkable features.

AsAs the outgoing National Director, I take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to 
the CBCSL including Bishop Chairman and Vice Chairman for the trust they kept in me 
and the continuous support they gave me during my tenure to fulfill my duties as the 
National Director.

Then the present and past Diocesan Directors and the DC staff for the wonderful 
support.

FFinally, yet importantly, my National Centre staff, who have been with me committed for 
the cause we all, are called for until the end.

Rev. Fr. Mahendra Gunatilleke



The pastoral constitution of the Modern World ‘Gaudium et Spes’ says, ‘Read the 
sign of the times’ to look for new solutions for the pressing issues of the world. 
The situation of the country is extremely volatile and precarious, but I see 
opportunities on our hands in order to explore and bring solace and relief to the 
people we serve.

WhileWhile I thank the CBCSL for the trust placed in me, I assure all of you that I will do 
the utmost for the welfare and betterment of the organization and the network. As 
a priest and a Diocesan Director, I have acquired some experience in the 
grassroots level execution of programs in addition to my administrative skills 
sharpened over the years of service in the Vineyard of the Lord. I remember such 
opportunities, experiences, and times of fond memories with a sense of gratitude 
especially, to all those who worked with me.

II hope and pray that my journey, no doubt would be equally adventurous in the 
time to come.

I wish the National Center together with the 13 Diocesan Centers will work under 
the principles of cooperation, coordination, collaboration, and participation with 
the prime objective of helping the poor and marginalized of this country as stated 
in the vision and mission statements of Caritas Sri Lanka.








